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February 19, 2015

Ms. Corita Waters
National Park Service
National Recreation Trail Coordinator

Dear Ms. Waters,

As Porter County Surveyor, an officer of the Kankakee River Basin Commission and a
member of the Northwestern Indiana Planning Commission, | am writing to express my support
for designation of the Kankakee River Water Trail as a National Water Trail for the entire 133
miles of the Kankakee River from the headwaters of the Kankakee River in rural St. Joseph
County, Indiana to the Des Plaines River in lllinois.

The creation of the Kankakee River National Water Trail will have multiple benefits for the
river and its environs. The possibilities include an increase of community-based recreational
opportunities, public access and stewardship of the river, tourism, economic growth, public
health improvements, and environmental education.

The Porter County Surveyor supports the efforts of Northwest Indiana Paddling
Association and its lllinois associates who are working on an application for National Water Trail
designation.

Sincerely,

vin Breitzke, PE, P FM
Porter County Surveyor

155 Indiana Ave., Suite #303
Valparaiso, IN 46383
(219) 465-3560 pH

(219) 465-3811 FAX
kbreitzke@porterco.org

CC: Dan Plath, President NWIPA, dplath@nwipa.org



